PROPOSAL AGAINST THE BASTARDS.
the Regent said, that the peers had had for some time good
grounds of complaints against certain persons, who by un-
accustomed favour, had been allowed to assume rank and
dignity to which their birth did not entitle them; that it was-
time this irregularity should be stopped short, and that with
this view, an instrument had been drawn up, which the Keeper
of the Seals would read to them.
A profound silence followed this discourse, so "unexpected,,
and which began to explain the absence of the bastards.
Upon many visages a sombre hue was painted. As for me I
had enough to do to compose my own visage, upon which all
eyes successively passed; I had put upon it an extra coat of
gravity and of modesty; I steered my eyes with care, and
only looked horizontally at most, not an inch higher. As soon
as the Regent opened his mouth on this business, M. le Due
cast upon me a triumphant look which almost routed my
seriousness, and which warned me to increase it, and no longer
expose myself to meet his glance. Contained in this manner,
attentive in devouring the aspect of all, alive to everything
and to myself, motionless, glued to my chair, all my body
fixed, penetrated with the most acute and most sensible
pleasure that joy could impart, with the most charming-
anxiety, with an enjoyment, so perseveringly and so im-
moderately hoped for, I sweated with agony at the captivity
of my transport, and this agony was of a voluptuousness such
as I had never felt before,—such as I have never felt since.
How inferior are the pleasures of the senses to those of the
mind!—and how true it is that the balance-weight of mis-
fortunes, is the good fortune that finishes them!
A moment after the Regent had ceased speaking, he told the
Keeper of the Seals to read the declaration. During the
reading, which was more than music to my ears, my attention
was again fixed on the company. I saw by the alteration of
the faces what an immense effect this document, which em-
bodied the resolutions I have already explained, produced upon
some of our friends. The whole of the reading was listened to
with the utmost attention, and the utmost emotion.

